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FAITH BEGINS
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“l1 will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you;
| will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
| will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’

GENESIS 12:2-3 NIV

“Look toward heaven and count the stars... so shall your offspring be.”
GENES1S~16%95

“I will bless her (Sarah), and moreover,
| will give you a son by her... she shall become nations.”

GENESIS 17:16




“Faith is taking the first step even when
you don't see the whole staircase.”

Martin Luther King Jr




* Where is God asking you to trust Him before you understand?

* What is currently shaping your decisions more? Your need
for certainty and control, or your trust in God's character
and promises?

e What is a practical way to grow your relationship with God?
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Faith Begins =~ Faith was tested | B SRC
with Trust in the Delay '
* Genesis 12 I |
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What is the delay revealing about what is in your heart?
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* Are you doubtingmG )

- Is envy filling your hea"- t? Wk

Why is one else moving forward
except me? | RS L. - -*
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« Are you emotionally tired? Aré you ready to settle for
something lesser?

o) , Do you feel that God has failed you"
= %
& * “What if | wait too long and miss my chance""
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The Lord yourG C wildéfhess" &Y
these forty yea ‘ | you In order |
to knoww as in you ueart.
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ROMANS 5:3-4

jod uses delays to shape and grow us in our character




Faith is notj
- it's also trustin
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- What promise or prayer feels delayed in your life?.

* Are you attempting to force your own solution?

» Will you surrender the timéli'ne back to God?



Hope deferred makes t
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d makes the heart sick,
Chrlst) is a tree of Ilfe
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11 years of Wkaiti.l_“é"

)

Faith Begins 3 Faith was tested
with Trust in the Delay

., * Genesis 12 * Genesis 16

s ~+ Sarah took control

N * Birth of Ishmael

N  Breed complications

rs of silence
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And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age,
was enabled to bear children because she considered
Him(God) faithful who had made the promise.

& T, HEBREWS 11:11 niv
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 Where is God inviting you to trust Him again?

* What part of God's calling or promise feels “too late”
or "too impossible” to believe?

* Are you exhausting yourself trying to produce what
only God can provide?

» Have you been hiding your questions instead of
bringing honest doubts to Him?

* If you truly believe that nothing is too hard for God,
how would you pray?



Faith Over Time:
How long was the wait?

11 years of waiting 14 years of silence
Faith Begins Faith was tested Faith rested in
with Trust in the Delay God'’s Faithfulness
« Genesis 12 * Genesis 16 * Genesis 21
« Sarah took control  Birth of Isaac
* Birth of Ishmael * Promise fulfilled
* Breed complications * Joy restored

25 Years to fulfilment.
God was not absent. He was forming faith
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